W A R S A W

vernissage and exhibition of works created at the first edition of 

Warsaw Multicultural Plein-Air

vernissage: 4th December 2009, at 6.30 pm

exhibition: from 5th until 28th December 2009

PASAŻ ITALIA

space of the former ZAR Gallery, 21 Nowy Świat St, in the backyard

www.kontynent.waw.pl/plener 

Works presented at the exhibition were created during Warsaw Multicultural Plein-Air project taking place in autumn 2009. Eighteen artists, representing various cultures and living now in Warsaw, created works focused on the city as the main subject. The project itself was born within the framework of activities undertaken by Continent Warsaw – Warsaw of Many Cultures portal (Kontynent Warszawa – Warszawa Wielu Kultur, www.kontynent.waw.pl) which aims to promote multiculturalism in the capital by cultural and artistic projects.

ARTISTS PARTICIPATING IN THE EXHIBITION:

Orwa Abu Turabe (Syria)

painting

Born in 1979 in Damascus. He graduated from the Fine Arts Department at The University of Damascus. He has been living in Warsaw from 2006 realising his artistic projects. The artist also graduated from the Graphics Department at the Fine Arts Academy in Warsaw receiving the diploma of graphics under the direction of professor Rafał Strent in June, 2009.

Amongst exhibition that his works were presented at could be mentioned: Mediterranean Region Artists exhibition (Roma, 2004), Fifth International Graphic Triennial in Egypt (2006), the group exhibition of works by participants of 'Warsaw Graphics' competition (Test Gallery, Warsaw, 2008), Retrospective of Fine Arts in Syria (4)/ New Generation of Syrian Artists exhibition (Damascus, 2009), in Adi-Art Gallery in Lodz at the Encounters with Arab Culture festival (2009).

Tinatin Botchorishvili (Georgia)

photography

She was born in Tbilisi on 11th June, 1985. She moved to Poland with her parents and two sisters at the age of 11. She graduated from Pedagogy Department at Podlaska Academy, specialised in pedagogy with arts. Photography is a hobby that she has been developing for 3 years. She takes pictures first of all for herself , however – her works were also presented at a group exhibition in Fokus gallery in Siedlce. She describes herself as a person still at the stage of artistic exploration and examines all types of visual arts. There is no such type of photography that she prefers more or less. But she prefers the analogue photography to digital one – also because of the scent in the darkroom. She doesn't search for deep meanings in art, an artificial imaginary message, often exaggerated philosophy and content. She is fascinated about art that is simple, clear and revealing itself.

Aleksander Chochłow (Russia)

painting/ mixed media 

He was born in Moscow on 13th March, 1946. A painter and a scenographer. He has graduated from High School of Scenography at Moscow Academic Artistic Theatre of Anton Chehov. He has presented his works in Poland since 1991 – at many individual and group exhibitions. His works have been also exhibited in Russia, Canada, Germany, France, Austria, USA.

He deals with oil painting and bas-relief. However, most of his works are created in the technique that is unique for the artists named 'ach-art' – derived from his initials. The technique involves using tights and paint which is laid on already formed spatial sketch. The result is a precise painting and although embedded in the frames – having no contact with the background.

Kunal Chokshi (India)

photography

He was born in 1983. He has been dealing with the graphics, photography, creating web sites, multimedia, PR. He runs Creative Agency specialised in creating web sites and graphics. He has been working as a freelance photographer and among his topics are portrait, architecture, landscape.

Minh Dam (Vietnam)

painting 

He was born in Hanoi on 17th May, 1984. He has lived in Poland since 1991. He studies at the Architecture Faculty at Warsaw University of Technology that he graduated form with a Bachelor’s Degree in June 2009 and now continues his education at Master’s Degree studies. He is also the Vice-Head of Scientific Group on Drawing at the Architecture Faculty of the University of Technology. 

Besides, he delivers drawing and watercolour painting courses. He also deals with interior design as well as cooperates with advertising agencies and architectural offices at freehand visualizations and advertising illustrations. 

He has participated in many plein-airs focused on drawing both in Poland and abroad (Paris, Barcelona, Vilnius, Vienna, Sicily, Tuscany). 

www.minhdam.com

Loi Hong Diep (Vietnam)

painting

She was born in 1973 in Hanoi, Vietnam. She graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Sai Gon in 1995. She arrived to Poland to continue her studies at Faculty of History of Art at Warsaw University in 1998 and since then she has lived and worked in Poland.

She is a member of Association of Vietnamese Artists and Designers and Association of Polish Artists and Designers. Variety is one of the distinguish features of her works – she creates oil paintings, watercolours, she paints on silk. 

In 1992, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998 she participated in many national and international group exhibitions in Vietnam, Japan, France. In 2000, 2003, 2006 and 2007 she participated in group exhibitions of painting and many cultural events organized in Poland. 

www.loihongdiep.art.pl

Linas Domarackas (Lithuania)

painting

He was born on 24th April 1967 in Lithuania. In 1974-1985 he attended the 11-class School of Art in Šiauliai, Lithuania and he graduated in 1985 in watercolour. In 1988-1991 he studied watercolour under the direction of Birute Gilytė in Vilnius. In 1991-1994 he continued his studies at the Faculty of Graphics at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw. 

In 1997-1998 he was Salon 101 Foundation scholar. He has been a member of the Association of Polish Artists and Designers since 2007. He is also a member of an international artistic group named Decentryści (Decentrists).

His versatile art involves drawing, graphic, painting, sculpture, as well as projects of small-scale sculpture forms (amulets), theatrical scenography and various kinds of illustrations, including posters.

His works are in private collections in Poland, Lithuania, Germany, France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy, Australia, Philippines, Cambodia, Canada, Venezuela, the USA, Norway.

www.linasdomarackas.com.pl

Lourdes Estrada (Mexico)

painting

She was born in Guadalajara. She came to Poland as a scholar in 1984 and graduated from the Warsaw Academy of Fine Arts under the direction of professor Stefan Gierowski.

She owns her painting studio and gallery House of Painting in Konstancin-Jeziorna.

www.houseofpainting.pl

Benoit le Gros (Togo)

photography

He has been living in Warsaw since 2006. He is a certified dancer of traditional and modern African dance techniques. He has also graduated from the course 'Light and Sound' in the field of performances organized by the Association of the Technicians of Light and Sound. He provides regular dance classes. Moreover, he performs with groups like Motema Africa, Rysiek Bazarnik, Alchemist Project, Tam Tam Project, Groovebusterz, Ricky Lion, Bana mboda, Teatr Remus with whom he gave over 200 concerts during last two years.

He also deals with photography which is one of his great passions.

www.benafro.com

Iryna Harasym (Ukraine)

painting

She was born in 1980. She studies Interior Design Department and Pedagogy Studies at Fine Arts Academy in Warsaw. She has cooperated on artistic projects with Ochota Centre for Culture (Ośrodek Kultury Ochoty) and 'Ja Wisła' Foundation. She also creates the scenography for animated films (e.g. 'Szczęście'/Happiness film by Michał Mróz). She has been cooperating as an illustrator with the Polish edition of a Ukrainian magazine for kids 'Switanok' since April, 2007. She also delivers individual drawing lessons and consultations on interior design.

Her works were presented e.g. at the individual exhibition 'Various techniques' (Techniki różne) in Wyjście Awaryjne gallery (Warsaw, 2009) as well as at group exhibitions: 'Oil painting' (Malarstwo olejne) also in Wyjście Awaryjne gallery (Warsaw, 2008).

www.irynaharasym.prv.pl

Tobia Taddele Gebre Hiwot (Ethiopia)

painting

She graduated from the Architecture Department at the Warsaw University of Technology. Her development as an artist is the result of the observation of the unusual beauty of Ethiopian nature which she was surrounded by while growing up. Her family has been dealing with literature, art, and especially painting for generations. And as she says: 'It is my father who was the main inspiration for my paintings'. Tobia's father is a writer who is admired for great skills for expressing himself in his texts.  

Razvi Hussaini (India)

painting

He has been living in Warsaw and working as a teacher of Mathematics at American School in Kabaty district for a few years. He is also the head of Promote.biz and Centre for Indian Culture on Pańska Street, both of which deal promotion of Indian culture and art. 

Painting is one of his passions, not only as an art itself but also as its promotion. He has been working on organising an event which would involve creating the largest painting in the world, simultaneously breaking the Guinness World Record. 

Gamid Ibadullayev (Azerbaijan)

photography/mixed media

He was born in 1980. He graduated from the Ceramics Department at the Fine Arts Academy in Baku and also received his Master’s Degree at the History of Art Department at the Academy in Baku. In 1999-2000 he worked as a scenographer in Baku Chamber Theatre. He has been a member of the Association of Azerbaijani Artist Photographers since 2000 and since 2005 – of the Association of Azerbaijani Artists and Designers. 

He has been living and working in Poland since 2005. His music-art group Untitled focused on creating music for independent and silent films was established in 2006. He graduated from Cinematography Department at the Filma and Television Academy in Warsaw.

One of the collections his works can be found in is newly created Museum for Contemporary Art in Baku. 

He is active in various fields of art: photography, painting, music, film, spatial and multimedia projects.

His works were presented e.g. at the group exhibition 'All & Now – exhibition of art from Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia' (Transkaukazja Festival, CCA Ujazdowski Castle, Warsaw), individual exhibitions of painting in Składnica Sztuki gallery (Warsaw, 2009).

www.gamid.net

America Martin (Mexico/USA)

photography

She received her formal education in art from the Fine Arts Department at Grossmont College in San Diego, California, where she spent approximately ten years studying music, dance, theatre, drawing, art history, and photography. In 2001 she graduated from the University of California, San Diego, with a Bachelor’s Degree in World Literature. Subsequently, she was accepted to Graduate School at the University of Notre Dame to pursue a Master’s Degree in Spanish Literature and Linguistics of the Romance Languages.

She spent her childhood in South Mexico. Intrigued by the landscapes of her childhood, she abandoned the black and while photography of her teens in favor of Cybachrome, a now defunct high-saturation color printing process. Her time exposure photographs are done after sunset and painted with halogen light and bursts of strobe using traditional slide film. Nothing in her work is altered by the computer.

Her photographs have been exhibited in Mexico, the United States, and as part of traveling exhibits in different corners of the world. Her work has been published in 'Foto Zoom' magazine in Mexico, 'Photo Metro' magazine and the Grossmont College Art Catalogue in the United States, and is part of several private collections. 

Ivo Nikić (Serbia/Poland)

painting/mixed media

He was born in 1974 in Pristina (Serbia), now lives and works in Warsaw. He has graduated from the Warsaw Fine Arts Academy in painting.

The instinct of the painter, his sensitiveness throbbing with the city element, boyish curiosity, wary, detailed observation – are important characteristics of his art. He paints destroyed, used objects, inert street dirt lifted by a wind blast, nooks in flats, traces of events. Choosing some fragments, he crops the scope of the picture, looking into the depth, the inside, as if he looked into the dream. Silently, calmly, with some nostalgia. Nikić hunts for the littlest signs of human activities which seem to be very credible in their laconicness. He executes the process of analysis asking about smallest details – why?

The traces lead to unexpected discoveries which are documented in his paintings. They create a coherent story about hyper-realistic world of omitted fragments of the reality. He often wanders in the past while tracing and hunting and because of documenting the lapse of time – his paintings could seem to narrate about calm and logic, existential process of getting old and destruction.

He uses painting, photography and video in his works as well as creates objects and installations. He is active in various fields of art and culture: he co-creates szu-szu flying gallery, he was one of the organizers of New Poland 70s and 80s project (Nowa Polska 70'-80') in Lille (France, 2004), he was the editor-in-chef of Lifestyle magazine in 2004-06. He was also an artist in residence hosted by Progr Centre for Art Production in Berne (Switzerland) in 2006. He was awarded with the Szczecin City President's Award at the 2nd 'Przeciąg' Festival of Youth Art (II Festiwal Sztuki Młodych 'Przeciąg') in 2009. 

www.ivonikic.com

Lude Reno (French Martinique)

video

He was born on 5th July, 1978. A reporter, screenwriter, director. He dealsh with topics related to culture and society, mainly from Poland and Eastern Europe, in his reporting work. He has shot over 70 reports for Trace TV, a French TV station. His documentary 'Las Vegas Bejbe' starring members of a hip-hop dance group from Zielona Gora who arrive in the USA to take part in the World Championship in Hip-Hop Dance.

His participation in the Plein-Air is the first strictly artistic project. He understands art itself as a medium of emotions that an artist want to get over to the viewers – hence every topic, including the city and its space, he finds an intimate and individual experience of an artist. 

Katia Sokolova-Zyzak (Russia)

painting

She was born and brought up in Moscow in the family of artistic traditions - her grandfather Nikolai Sokolov and her father Mihail were painters. The artist attended to the Secondary School of Art at Institute of Sulikov to the class of watercolour under the direction of Aleksandr Mihailov. She graduated from the Moscow Institute of Arts and Crafts (MWHPU - former Institute of Stroganov) at the Faculty of Ceramics. She has participated in group and individual exhibitions since 1980. She has lived and worked in Warsaw since 1986. 

Her works involve ceramics (porcelain), watercolour, gouache and painting (oil, acrylic). She is interested in figurative compositions, portrait, landscape. She also derives her inspirations from the sources of the Slavic culture. 

She presented her works both in Poland and abroad (e.g. in Lithuania). They are also in private collections (in the USA, Chile, France, Germany, Finland, India) and in museum collections (Moscow, Riazan, Rybinsk, Szczełykowo). She has also participated in many international art plein-air workshops.

Katia is a member of the Association of Artists Polish Crafts.

Mania Zyzak-Sokołowa (Russia)

photography

She deals with reportage and portrait photography. She was born in Moscow in an artistic family – her mum, Katia Sokolova-Zyzak (Katia Sokołowa-Zyzak), is a miscellaneous visual artist. Her grandfather, Mihail Sokolov, was a famous landscape painter and her great-grandfather – Nikolai Sokolov, was a member of the Fine Arts Academy and belonged to an artistic group 'KuKryNiksy'.

She studied at Labirynt Post-Secondary Drawing and Illustration College and also at Architecture Department at the Warsaw University of Technology. Currently she studies at Warsaw School of Photography and Russian Language and Literature at the Warsaw University. 

www.zyzak.prv.pl 

***

The activity by Continent Warsaw realised within the framework of 'The Pilot Project of Warsaw Multicultural Centre' managed by The Other Space Foundation. The project is co-financed by Implementing Authority for European Projects, the state budget and Warsaw Office for Culture. 

